Comparative results of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty in patients with dynamic versus fixed coronary stenosis.
This study compares the results of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty in a group of 132 patients (group A) with fixed atherosclerotic narrowing (no spontaneous or ergonovine-provoked spasm) and in a group of 97 patients (group B) with dynamic coronary stenosis (spasm superimposed on the stenosis). All these patients underwent complete follow-up angiography. The rate of restenosis (defined as a loss of 50% of the initial gain) was significantly higher in patients in group B (dynamic coronary stenosis) than in group A (fixed narrowing) (35 versus 22%, p less than 0.05). Despite treatment with a calcium antagonist, coronary artery spasm persisted in 44% of the patients in group B and was detected for the first time in 15% of the patients in group A. Thus, in patients with dynamic coronary stenosis, the results of coronary angioplasty were less satisfactory than in patients with fixed narrowing, and in both groups coronary artery spasm was frequently (64%) superimposed on the restenosis.